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The invention comprises a method and apparatus for 
discarding frames in a communications device. In accordance with 
the method of the invention, a plurality of cells are received (24) 
representing a plurality of frames wherein each cell comprises a data 
portion and a header portion including a cell loss priority indicator. 
At least some of the cells are stored in a buffer. It is determined if 
the number of cells in the buffer exceeds a first threshold (32) when a 
first cell including an end of file marker is received (30). A series of 
cells received between the first cell and a second cell are discarded 
(42) if the first threshold was exceeded in the determining step and if 
the cell loss priority indicator for a cell in the series of cells is set to a 
first state. The second cell comprises a cell including an end of 
frame file marker. 
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(57) Abstract 

The invention comprises a method and apparatus for discarding 
frames in a communicaiions device, in Accordance wiih (he method of 
the invention, a plurality of cells are received (24} representing a plurality 
of ftames wherein each cell comprise* a data portion and a header portion 
including a ccU loss priority indicator. At least some of the cells are. 
stored in a buffer. It U determined If the Bomber of cells In the buffer 
exceeds a Hist threshold (32) when a first ceJi including an «nd of Ale 
marker is Deceived (30). A series of cells received between the first cell 
and a second cell an discarded <42) if the firsl threshold was exceeded 
in the determining step and if the cell Jogs priority Indicator for a ccfl in 
the series of cells is sat to a fust state. The second cell comprises, a cell 
including an end cf fame file marter. 
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